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far the most important of these is Smyrna, situated at
the head of the deep, attractive gulf of the same name,
the natural inlet and outlet for an exceedingly productive
hinterland. Its economic importance exceeds that of all
other Turkish cities in Turkey-in-Asia. It is second only
to Constantinople as the leading commercial city in the
State, but in certain respects it has even greater signifi-
cance than the former Imperial City. Despite the prefer-
ential freight rates on the German railways "before the
War which diverted much traffic away from Smyrna to
Constantinople, in 1914 the exports from Smyrna ex-
ceeded those from Constantinople, while from the stand-
point of imports, it ranked second only. The railway and
road connections from the interior are unusually good.
The great, fertile stretch of country surrounding Smyrna
can produce several times its best past record. In order
to improve its economic status, however, the warehouse
facilities which are owned by the powerful Quay Com-
pany, a French enterprise, should he enlarged and im-
proved. A reduction in their onerous charges would
profit the whole region. Due to the vast conflagration of
1922 which swept over the Armenian and Greek sections,
business has become exceedingly quiet; but it seems in-
evitable that Smyrna will be rebuilt as in the past, but
nest time, probably on more modern lines. Immediately
after the World War, the Italians developed actively
shipping and trade at the nearby port of Scala Nuova, to
the extreme detriment of Smyrna. This situation which
was produced by the Nationalist boycott on Smyrna, then
under a Greek High Commissioner, illustrates the poten-
tial competition between adjacent ports.

Of the other ports along the Anatolian coast, Aivali,
Makri, Adalia, Mersina, and Yumurtalik are the most
conspicuous. Makri is noteworthy as the chief emery-
exporting port. Mersina, as the terminus of the Adana-
Tarsus-Mersina railway, is the natural outlet for the